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Five bidders: Tiny Gulf of Mexico oil lease sale 

By The Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS (AP)-Low oil prices contributed to the smallest oil lease sale in the Gulf 
of Mexico off of Texas since the federal government began regional sales in 1983. 

Five companies bid a total of less than $23 million on 33 tracts in the western Gulf on 
Wednesday. Each tract got a single bid, and BHP Billiton Petroleum (Deepwater) Inc. made 
26 of the bids. 

The smallest sale in that area before Wednesday was in 1986, when $56.8 million was bid on 
41 tracts. 

BP Exploration and Production Inc. made a single bid. Ecopetrol America Inc. made one on 
its own and three together with Anadarko US Offshore Corp., and Peregrine OI7 Gas II LLC 
made two. 

An offshore industries trade group said Tuesday that low oil prices were among factors likely 

Last official charged in chemical spill pleads guilty 

By Jonathan Mattise 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP)-The executive who appeared unsympathetic when he spoke 
to the public after a chemical spill sullied tap water for 300,000 people pleaded guilty 
Wednesday to pollution charges and could face up to three years in prison. 

Freedom Industries President Gary Southern, who told reporters a day after the January 2014 
spill that he had had a "long day" and tried to leave a news conference multiple times, is the 
last of six company officials to plead guilty in the spill. 

The spill happened when a corroded Freedom tank in Charleston leaked coal-cleaning 
chemicals into the water supply for nine counties, spurring a ban on tap water for up to 10 
days. 

Southern faces a minimum of 30 days in prison and a maximum of three years. He also faces 
a fine of up to $300,000 and perhaps restitution. 
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Obama's Iran deal may well survive on Capitol Hill 

By Erica Werner and David Porter 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The fiercely contested Iran nuclear deal will likely survive in 
Congress despite unified GOP opposition and some Democratic defections, the top Senate 
Republican says. That would mean a major foreign policy win for President Barack Obama. 

Obama has "a great likelihood of success," Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said in 
his home state of Kentucky this week - giving public voice to what other Republicans have 
acknowledged in private. "I hope we can defeat it, but the procedure is obviously stacked in 
the president's favor." 

ndeed, even as Congress' August recess has hardened Republicans' opposition to the deal on 
Capitol Hill and on the presidential campaign trail, reality is setting in: They probably can't 
stop it. Significant Democratic defections from Obama would be required in both chambers 
of Congress, and even with opponents mounting a strenuous lobbying campaign in key 
congressional districts, such a prospect looks remote. 

That means that even with Obama firmly in lame-duck territory and his GOP opponents in 
control of Congress and aiming for the White House, the president is on the verge of a legacy, 
defining victory on a pact that he and his supporters say will keep the world safe from Iran's 
nuclear ambitions. Opponents continue to warn furiously that the result could be just the 
opposite: to strengthen Tehran's hand, in an existential threat to Israel and the world. 
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Ex-Massey coal chief wants testimony excluded 
from trial 

By Pam Ramsey 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP)- Former Massey Energy CEO Don Blankenship's lawyers 
say his compensation and stock holdings and the testimony of a former subordinate are 
irrelevant to his criminal case and should be excluded from his trial. 

Evidence of Blankenship's finances and testimony from David Hughart, a former president of 
Massey subsidiary White Buck Coal Co., would unfairly prejudice the jury, defense lawyers 
said in motions filed Tuesday in federal court. 

Hughart was sentenced in 2013 to 3112 years in prison on conspiracy charges that grew out of 
the criminal investigation into the 2010 Upper Big Branch explosion, which killed 29 men. 
He admitted his role in ensuring that miners at other Massey subsidiaries got illegal advance 
warning of surprise safety inspections. He also implicated Blankenship in the conspiracy 
during his plea hearing in 2013. 

"All of the testimony from Hughart that the government seeks to admit concerns mines other 
than UBB. The indictment specifically states that Mr. Blankenship is charged with 
conspiring to willfully violate mine-safety standards and impede MSHA 'at UBB,' not at any 
other mine,'' Blankenship's lawyers wrote in one motion. 
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Massive blazes across dry West drain firefighting 
resources 

By Nicholas Geranios and Ted Warren 

CHELAN, Wash. (AP)-Wildfires are putting such a strain on the nation's firefighting 
resources that authorities have activated the military and sought international help to beat 
back scores of blazes burning uncontrolled throughout the dry West. 

The situation is so urgent that the National Interagency Fire Center in Boise this week called 
in 200 active-duty military troops to help contain roughly 95 wildfires. It's the first time since 
2006 that the agency has mobilized soldiers for fire-suppression. 

"Nationally, the system is pretty tapped," said Rob Allen, the deputy incident commander for 
the fires around the Cascade Mountain resort town of Chelan. "Everything is being used right 
now, so competition for resources is fierce." 

The troops are all coming from the 17th Field Artillery Brigade at Joint Base Lewis
McChord near Tacoma and will be sent to a fire north of Republic, a town in central 
Washington, about 30 miles south of the Canadian border. 
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Week in Review - Ozone next on Obama's regulatory agenda 

Click here to read the brief 

US crude nears 6.5-year low on EIA stock data 

U.S. cmde prices tumbled toward their lowest levels since March 2009 Wednesday as the 
Energy Information Administration announced an unexpected increase in oil stocks. West 
Texas Intermediate had dropped $1.80, to $40.82 a barrel, by midday, Reuters reports. Brent 
cmde fell $1.81 to $47 a barrel. 
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Menendez backs 'strategic exports' to counter Iran 

Sen. Robert Menendez, D-N.J., who wants the nuclear deal with Iran rejected and sanctions 
continued, said the Obama administration should consider "strategic exports" of crude oil to 
U.S. allies hurting because of the embargo on Iranian oil, Platts reports. 

MSHA touts high compliance with mining coal dust rule 

The Labor Department's Mine Safety and Health Administration announced Tuesday that 99 
percent of the mining industry is complying with the year-old rule to limit miners' exposure 
to coal dust, The Hill reports. 

Vulnerable OPEC members face political trouble amid low prices 

The five most vulnerable members of OPEC-Iraq, Libya, Venezuela, Algeria and 
Nigeria-are facing increased risk of political turmoil, and even Saudi Arabia is hurting as 
oil prices hover near six-year lows, Bloomberg reports. 

Oklahoma tops 2014's earthquake record 

Less than nine months into 2015, Oklahoma has set a new record for earthquakes with a 
magnitude of 3 or greater: 586 have occurred in the state this year, beating last year's record, 
E&E reports. 

Methane reduction industry cheers EPA proposal 

The Environmental Protection Agency's proposal to slash methane emissions from oil and 
gas facilities drew praise from the methane mitigation industry, which says the rule will drive 
new investment in technology to monitor and secure emissions, Reuters reports. 

Carson targets EPA for mine spill 

Republican presidential hopeful Dr. Ben Carson criticized the Environmental Protection 
Agency for the accidental spill of mine waste into Colorado's Animas River, warning that the 
"long-term impact" of the incident remained unclear, The Durango Herald reports. 
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California communities charge ahead with new housing despite 
drought 

Despite California's ongoing drought, communities across the state are forging ahead with 
new housing development plans, contending that there will be adequate water supplies to 
meet demand, The New York Times reports. 

Greens' analysis seeks end to federal fossil fuel development 

A backed by Friends of the Earth and the Center for Biological Diversity argues 
that eliminating fossil fuel development on federal lands would prevent as many as 450 
billion tons of greenhouse gas emissions, The Hill reports. 

Venezuela may sell off gold to counter oil slump 

A report from Citigroup suggests that Venezuela, facing revenue shortfalls stemming from 
weak oil prices, may move to sell off some of its gold reserves to generate cash, Bloomberg 
reports. 

Report: Utilities warming to community solar programs 

A from the University of Texas at Austin suggests that some utilities are looking to 
expand community solar programs to break into the business, finding it a more beneficial 
option than net metering from individual customers' rooftop arrays, The Washington Post 
reports. 

Upcoming Events 
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